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Response to reading: Basic values and their protection
The reading builds upon the previous class reading on citizenship and fundamental human rights. Again, the class reading sets the precedence by defining what actual human values mean. These values are expressed as values and acceptable societal norms that are considered essential and inalienable from the lives of the citizens. Notably, the term "basic" in this reading's context implies that these values and rights cannot be separated from a citizen's life and that they are essential to achieving the standard of life the Canadian constitution envisions for its citizens.
Through this reading, I understood the global ideological differences that shape the way governments and states perceive and attach value to these fundamental values. The author argues some perspectives of human values, noting the western, socialists, and democratic human values and what they entail in countries and regions where they are practiced and observed.  Firstly, the author discusses the west ideology of human values. I couldn't comprehend what essentially makes a country "western." Is it west of Canada, or is it the countries generally perceived as modernized and technologically advanced? Also, if the criteria for assigning a country a Western status is based on technological and industrial advancement, what parameters are used, and what considerations are employed.  The writer argues that Western rights are pegged on the fundamental value and need to protect human rights and liberties. I couldn't help but assume that the author used the term "western countries" to refer to capitalistic countries that attach more value to creating an enabling environment for individuals to exploit others and resources for the sole purpose of amassing wealth and money themselves. As I read this section, I was convinced that Westernization is a falsified and made-up ideology that is a ploy for capitalists to spread their ideas globally.
The reading also notes the socialistic ideology of understanding the fundamental, inalienable human values. However, the author acknowledges that human values can be based on the greater common good for all people in a community. In this reading, the idea that human values can only be fully realized and enjoyed by people by achieving the common good is strongly suggested by the author. Ideally, this reading argues the essence of human values based on socialistic ideologies. I found the notion that human values can only be achieved through shared wealth and prosperity quite impractical. What happens when some members of the community are more ambitious while others are lazy and lack ambition? Will these hardworking people have to share the fruit of their hard labor to realize the common good? 
	Finally, the reading presents the democratic perspective of human values. A democratic nation is where the citizens dictate the structure and functionality of the government. In a democratic society, citizens dictate how values are structured and protected by the government through political leaders elected through a democratic process. Notably, democratic standards are not universal, as, in some countries, people enjoy more democratic rights and liberties than others.
In conclusion, human values should not be perceived as fundamental. Instead, the importance of these values should be accorded more weight and promoted by the governments. Dignity, the basic principle of human values, is hard to define. Therefore, each government should address its unique challenges and problems that impede the citizens' fundamental rights to live a high-quality life free from all forms of economic and societal oppression. 
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